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Y.\ long time ago in a galaxy far, far away

film titles - the graphic image or sequence at

the opening of a movie - were simply hand-

illustrated cards photographed and inserted
into a film. Today, they are much like a mini-
movie that showcases the art of graphic design

with filmmaking.
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Title screens (or movie titles if you prefer) are
the initial titles, usually projected at the
beginning of a film, and following the logos of
the film studio.
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IN wm AN ALLIED ARTISTS PICTURE

They are often an ignored aspect of films,
although they reflect the time period or era of
the film, the mood or design of the film, and
much more.
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THE SPY WHO' LOVED ME

Film title sequences serve a number of functions.
Besides introducing the title of the film and the
main players that brought it to screen, they
nurture audiences’ expectations, evoke the film'’s
overall mood and set up the story. Film titles are, ’
indeed, the primary impression an audience will RETURNS

have of a film.
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Check out what CineFix says are  the 10 Best

Opening Title Sequences of All Time. Do you agree RS A0 PcTURES, N
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=86&v=i8twthdaqB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=86&v=i8twthdaqB8

On the surface, the primary purpose of title
sequences is to accurately credit the cast and
crew, or just simply, to give the film’'s title. But if
we dig deeper, title sequences offer much more
than that. In some ways, the function of a title
sequence is very similar to the cover of a book.
It not only gives the title and relevant authorship
information; it also attracts the curiosity of the
audience, encouraging them to open it up and
start reading.
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The music of title sequences, which plays an
important role, could be compared to the concert
overture of an opera. A typical overture precedes

the main performance by introducing the main
musical themes. It is like a musical call for
attention, as if to say, “Everyone! We are starting
now! So hold onto your seats!”
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Effective title sequences engage and excite the
audience by hinting at some of the topics,
themes, and, in some cases, the challenges that
characters will be facing. The intention is to build
anticipation, sometimes revealing some of the
main character’s traits and possibly setting the
stage for questions that will be answered later in
the film.
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Successful title sequences create emotional
reactions and anticipation from the viewer, leaving
them glued to their seats, waiting for more.
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Some films, however, have gotten rid of opening
sequences. Films, such as Van Helsing in 2004
and Batman Begins in 2005, didn't display the

film title until the closing credits.




George Lucas is credited with popularizing this
with his Star Wars films which only show the title
at the start. His decision to omit opening credits

in these films led him to resign from

the Directors Guild of America after being fined
$250,000. However, the industry had been doing
the same thing years before Lucas, most notably

films like: West Side Story, 2001: A Space
Odyssey and The Godfather.
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Sometimes credit sequences can be as v MR 3
compelling as the film they bookend. The i b
opening credits set the tone for the following HEINcrepIBIE

presentation. The ending credits, however, force
you to stick around and digest what you've just
seen. A great example of the end credit
phenomena, so popular nowadays, would be the oo~ sy
Marvel Studios slate of films. They build up
anticipation for future films.




RESHOOT

1. What is a title screen or movie titles?

. What are its functions? List at least five of them.

3. Mention and describe your favorite movie title sequence.
Explain why you like it.

N

4. Write a 1 page script for a title sequence for the short film
script your team wrote last semester.
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