




Does this sound like just a feeling to you?

















ASSESSMENT 1

After reading Act 1 in pgs. 294 -321, in your book, complete these activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & ANALYZE LITERATURE

• Dramatic Speech - Find the monologues, or long speeches, by the Prince, 

Capulet, Nurse, and Mercutio in this act. What information do they give 

about the situation in Verona or the characters? Do they advance the 

story or give background information.

(continues in next slide.)



3. ANALYZE LITERATURE

• Also note in Act I, Scene i, where Romeo uses paradoxes, or ideas that 

seem to contradict themselves, to explain his emotions:

O loving hate!

O any thing, of nothing first create!

O heavy lightness, serious vanity,

Misshapen chaos of well-seeming forms,

Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health,

Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is!

What do these paradoxes suggest about Romeo’s state of mind?



ASSESSMENT 2

After reading Act 2 in pgs. 324 -343, in your book, complete these activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & ANALYZE LITERATURE

• Motivation - A motivation is a force that moves a character to think, feel, or 

behave in a certain way. What do you learn about Romeo and Juliet from 

their actions and dialogue in Act II? What are their strengths and 

weaknesses? What motivates their behavior? For example, why does 

Romeo climb the wall into the Capulets’ garden, despite the danger? 

What motivates Juliet in her responses to Romeo?



ASSESSMENT 3

After reading Act 3 in pgs. 346 -371, in your book, complete these activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & ANALYZE LITERATURE

• Stage Directions and Understatement - Stage directions are included in a 

play to describe how something should be performed on stage. How are 

the stage directions in this act crucial to understanding the action? What 

other stage directions would you add if you were to produce this play? 

• An understatement is an ironic statement de-emphasizing something 

important. In Act III, Scene i, when Mercutio is slain by Tybalt, Mercutio 

uses understatement to express his condition: “Ay, ay, a scratch, a scratch, 
marry, ’tis enough.” What does this say about Mercutio’s character?



ASSESSMENT 4

After reading Act 4 in pgs. 374 -387, in your book, complete these activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & ANALYZE LITERATURE

• Mood - Mood, or atmosphere, is the emotion created in the reader by part 

or all of a literary work. Discuss the dramatic shifts in mood that occur 

throughout Act IV. Which scenes are the most intense and serious? Which 

scenes provide comic relief? Do you find the comic scenes in Act IV to be 

effective, or would the play be stronger without them? Explain.



ASSESSMENT 5

After reading Act 5 in pgs. 390 -404, in your book, complete these activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & ANALYZE LITERATURE

• Irony - Irony is the difference between appearance and reality. For what 

purpose did Shakespeare use dramatic irony? Scan the text for examples. 

In each case, do you think the character or characters who were unaware 

would have acted differently if they had known what the audience knew? 

Explain your answer for each case.



ASSESSMENT 6

After reading The Argument, Purgatory and Romeo and Juliet Over the 

Centuries in pgs. 405 -408, in your book, complete these activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & TEXT TO TEXT CONNECTION

• An archetype is a type of character, image, theme, symbol, plot, or other 

element that has appeared in the literature of the world from ancient times 

until today. What elements of Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Romeo and 

Juliet easily apply to more contemporary settings? View one or more of the 

film versions of Romeo and Juliet and compare how these archetypal 

elements are presented.
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