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Everyone is afraid of something. Think about the worse thing you 

believe could happen to you. If you wanted to use an image from the 

natural world to create a mood of terror and loss in a poem, what 

image would you select? Explain.

Take a minute to consider and answer the question.

SPEAK YOUR MIND
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Psychological criticism in literature refers to the way in which the work 

of a particular writer is analyzed through a psychological lens. This 

approach psychologically analyses the author of the work or a 

character in his work. It helps the readers understand the motivations 

of the writer. As you read on, remember the events in Poe's life and the 

effect they could have on his writing. The poem “The Raven” deals with 

the grief of having lost a wife. Could this tell us anything about Poe’s 

state of mind in this period of his life?

PSYCHOLOGICAL CRITICISM 



READING SKILL/STRATEGY

As you read works of Poe during the 

next days compare them. In other 

words, look for similar characteristics 

in the body of work reveal his style. 



VOCABULARY

Take 12 min. to look up these vocabulary words before engaging the poem. 

rapping • surcease • entreating • stately • Pallas • obeisance • beguiling 

• craven • velvet • ungainly • dirges • ominous • gaunt • censer • 

respite • quaff • nepenthe • balm • Gilead/Aidenn 



LITERARY ELEMENTS

Mood 

or atmosphere, is the emotion created in 

the reader by a literary work. 

Alliteration

the repetition of initial consonant sounds, 

as in “weak and weary” (“The Raven,” line 

1). The term also can apply to the 

repetition of sounds within words, as in 

“silken sad uncertain rustling” (line 13).



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXU3RfB7308


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BefliMlEzZ8


Poe’s choice of topic for “Alone” was melancholy. In this poem, Poe 

describes his feelings of emotional isolation from other people and from 

the natural world. He wrote this poem, presumed to be about his own 

troubled childhood, in 1829, at the age of twenty. Literary scholars 

speculate that he provided several handwritten “facsimiles” of the poem 

to an editor at Scribner’s Magazine over the years but asked that it not 

be published. Scribner’s finally did publish the poem in 1875.

ALONE



From childhood's hour I have not been
As others were; I have not seen
As others saw; I could not bring
My passions from a common spring.
From the same source I have not taken
My sorrow; I could not awaken
My heart to joy at the same tone;
And all I loved, I loved alone.
Then- in my childhood, in the dawn
Of a most stormy life- was drawn
From every depth of good and ill
The mystery which binds me still:
From the torrent, or the fountain,
From the red cliff of the mountain,
From the sun that round me rolled
In its autumn tint of gold,
From the lightning in the sky
As it passed me flying by,
From the thunder and the storm,
And the cloud that took the form
(When the rest of Heaven was blue)
Of a demon in my view.



Both “The Raven” and “Alone” vividly portray Poe’s emotional distress, 

especially his loneliness and sense of loss. In this letter to John Allan, 

the man who raised Poe, the writer expresses another source of 

despair: He tells Allan, who apparently does not respect Poe’s lifestyle, 

that he is broke. Various reasons have been offered to explain the 

estrangement (angry separation) between both men, which seems to 

have occurred when Poe was about twenty years old. Allan never 

legally adopted Poe, but Poe took his surname as a middle name.

BONUS: LETTER TO JOHN ALLAN



ASSESSMENT

After reading pages 139 - 148 in your book, complete the activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & ANALYZE LITERATURE

•Mood and Alliteration - How does Poe create the mood, or 
atmosphere, in “The Raven” and “Alone”? What descriptive and 
narrative details express this feeling of sadness and desolation?

•What examples of alliteration did you identify in “The Raven”? How 
does repeating these sounds create a musical effect in the poem? 
How does the use of alliteration help create the tone?
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