
THE SCREENPLAY
FORMATTING







FORMATTING ESSENTIALS
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•



Starting

FADE IN

Int. Bedroom – Night

Ext. Busy Street – Day



SARAH enters humming from the 

semi-lit corridor, drying her 

long hair with a large towel. 

She stops humming as soon as 

she flips the light switch, but 

the room remains dark.



SARAH

Who goes there?



SARAH (V.O.)

I had an eerie sensation and 

knew something was wrong.

SARAH (O.S.)

Andrés!!! Someone’s in the 

house!!!





SARAH

Andy, I’m really scared. 

(looking around the corner, 

nervous) We have to get out 

of here now!



•

•

•

•

•

SCENE DESCRIPTION





CLOSE ON the broken cell phone 

lying on the floor next to André’s 

bloody hand.

CUT TO:

EXT. FRONT LAWN OF THE HOUSE

We see SARAH, crying dropping her 

cell phone while limping towards 

the dark street.



•

•

GUIDELINES TO FORMAT A SCRIPT





THINGS TO LEAVE OUT OF A SCRIPT
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•



SCREENWRITING SOFTWARE

https://www.careersinfilm.com/free-screenwriting-software/
https://www.careersinfilm.com/script-writing-software-free/
https://www.careersinfilm.com/script-writing-software-free/


RESHOOT



STAGE 2: 
PREPRODUCTION
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