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A scr’eepg_!(a_ﬂ.\_is different from a novel or a stage play. Film is a visual
izes a basic story line. The nature of the screenplay
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action, char cters, conflicts, scenes, sequences, dialogue, action, Acts |, II,
and III,jngﬁeni odes, events, music, locations, etc.—are the parts,
tween the parts and the whole make up the story.




Structure is the glue that holds the story in place; it is the base, the
foundation, the spine, the skeleton of the story. And it is this relationship
between the parts and the whole that holds the screenplay together. It is
“the paradigm of dramatic structure.

a model, example, or conceptual scheme.
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If we took a screenplay and hung it on a wall like a painting, it would look

like this:

THE SYD FIELD PARADIGM
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SETUP CONFRONTATION RESOLUTION




1ns PARAD1LIGM

According to Field, screenplays follow a three-act structure, meaning
the standard screenplay can be divided into three parts: Setup,
Confrontation, and Resolution.

* Act I ' comprises the first quarter of the screenplay. (For a two hour
maovie, Act | wouldlast approximately 30 minutes.)

* Actdl comprises the next two quarters of the film. (For a two hour
movie, ActHl \would last approximately 60 minutes.)

* Act lll comprises-the final quarter of the film. (For a two hour movie,
Act lll would be the final 30 minutes.)



The "Plot Point"--According to Field, the 3 acts are separated by 2 plot
points. A plot point, often called a reversal, is an event that thrusts the

plot in a new direction, leading into a new act of the screenp
have built_ on Field’s theory by stating that Plot Point #1, whic
Act ll, is the moment when the hero takes on the prob
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What Happens in Act I?
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ACL 1

Opening Image: The first image in the script
should summarize the entire film, especially
its tone.

Exposition: Provides some background
information to the*audience about the plot,
characters’ histories, setting, and theme.
Inciting Incident: Also'called the catalyst, this
is the.point inthe story when the Protagonist
encounters_the problem that will change
their life.This is whenthe cop is assigned
the case, where Boy-meets Girl, and where
the Comic Hero!gets fired from his cushy
job, forcing him into comic circumstances.
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What Happens in Act
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ACL 11

Pinch 1: A scene at about 3/8 the way through the
script (halfway through Act 2a) that brings up the
central conflict of'the drama, reminding us of the ACT 2
overall conflict. In"Star Wars, Pinch 1 is the I Half 2nd Half
Stormtrodpers attacking our heroes in Mos Eisley,
reminding us the.Empire is after the stolen plans to —‘_I_”
the Death Star-R2-D2'is. carrying and Luke and Ben o b1 Pic ch 2
are frying toget to the Rebels (the main conflict).

— Midpoint
Midpoint: An-imporiant scene in the middle of the
script, often a reyversal of fortune or revelation that CONFRUNIALLIUN

changes the direction of the story. Driving the story
towards there keeps the second act from sagging.
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What Happens in Act III?

Actlll comprises the final quarter of
the films (Fer a two hour movie, Act I
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ACl 11l

Showdown: About midway through Act 3, the
Protagonist will confront the Main Problem of
the story dnd eitheér overcome it, or come to a
tragic end.

Resolution: The issuesiof the story are
resolved.

Tag>An epilogue, tying up the loose ends of
the story, giving the audience closure. This is
also known-as-denouvement. In general, films
in recent decades have had longer
denouements than films, made in the 1970s or
earlier.
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RECAP

ACT

PAGES

PURPOSE

Act 1

first 25%

Setup

All main characters and their surrounding situation should be introduced here. What is the hero’s goal -
externally and internally? Who are the supporting characters.

The first act ends with plot point T - an incident that turns the plot in a new direction.

Act 2

next 50%

Conflict

The protagonist fights for his goal encountering one obstacle after the other. It ends with plot point 2
which puts him into a situation where it is almost impossible to succeed. Because the second act is very
long, Syd Field suggests 3 orientation points for the writer. One is the midpoint - it's in the middle of the
movie. You knew that, right? Often this is the point where the hero and his enemy clash directly for the
first time. Kind of a point of no return, the last chance for reconciliation has passed.

It's not easy to fill 30 pages with meaningful action that drives the plot towards its goal. So Field
intfroduced two more orientation points: pinch 1 and pinch 2. Pinch 1 occurs half way between plot point 1
and the midpoint. Pinch 2 occurs half way between midpoint and plot point 2.

The second act ends with plot point 2 - the crisis. Here the hero faces a situation that seems impossible to
solve. We certainly don’t want to be in his shoes here, but would really like to know what he does now.

Act 3

final 25%

Resolution
At the beginning the hero is in the pits, approaching the crisis. Except in tragedies he wins over all
adversities and gets back on top, using everything he learnt and accomplished in act 1 and 2.



FOR YOUR

During the next few days we will enjoy
Star Wars: A New Hope. Using Syd Field’s
Paradigm visualize the structure to show
how it works. Later you will have the
opportunity of structuring a story into a
Paradigm on an exercise sheet that will
be part of your portfolio (20 pts.).

PORTFOLI1O

Along time agoin a galaxy fac for owey. -




PROJECT #1.5

Using Syd Field’'s paradigm and observing the correct format rules you
will collaborate with a team of your peers in the writing of a 5 page
ipt". The script will be a collaborative effort. The work must be turned
| 023. The projects value is 50pts. All the information
srotocol you can accesses in ?g website.




FORMATING
SCREENPLAYS
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