
COMPARING 
TEXTS

The Gift of 
the Magi

The Necklace



Material possessions and happiness are two different things that we have 
always associated and made codependent. You’ll be comparing and 

contrasting two tales exploring this association.



What kind of sacrifices would you be willing to make for a person you care about?

Speak Your Mind

The Gift of the Magi











Theme

A theme is a central idea or perception about
life that is conveyed through a literary work.
The theme of a fable is its moral. The theme of
a parable is its teaching. The theme of a piece
of fiction is its view about life and how people
behave.

In fiction, the theme is not always intended to
teach or preach. In fact, it is almost never
presented directly at all.

A theme is not the same as the subject (or 
topic) of a work. A topic can be stated in one 
or two words: love, freedom, violence, 
inequality, materialism, death. The theme, on 
the other hand, expresses something about 
the topic. The theme is what the author 
desires to express about the topic. It should 
always be expressed as a complete sentence.



CLICK HERE

OR CLICK HERE

Now enjoy an animated 
adaptation of The Gift of 

the Magi.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5ZX2E2k56k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5ZX2E2k56k


The Necklace



This story ironically depicts the fashionable life of Paris and the behavior of the 
priviledged class. The author’s unemotional narration, meticulous detail, and 

accurate historical background are three of the techniques that mark his writing. 
As a Naturalist author, he sought to portray life as accurately and truthfully as 

possible. For more on naturalism, see page 88.



Occurs when what happens is very different from what 
is expected to happen. 

A point of view in which the narrator knows only the 
thoughts and feelings of a single character, while other 
characters are presented externally. 



When you read both stories use the Venn diagram below to 
show differences and similarities between them.

The NecklaceThe Gift of the Magi



After reading pages 82 - 94  in your book, complete these activities:

1. REFER TO TEXT &

2. REASON WITH TEXT

3. & ANALYZE LITERATURE
• Theme and Irony - What do the themes of each story have in 

common? How are they different? What details in the stories help to 
express the themes? What is the ironic twist in each story? How does 
the use of irony affect the development of the themes? 

• A paradox is a statement or situation that contradicts itself. Explain 
how the irony in each story presents a paradox for the characters.
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